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The Certainty of the Kingdom

One of the great ‘revealing’ verses regarding the Word
of the Almighty God, comes to us in the book of Hebrews
1:1-2, where the Bible says, “God who at different times
and in many ways spoke to the forefathers by the
prophets.... Hath in these last days spoken to us by His Son
whom He hath appointed heir of all things.” The methods
that God chose to communicate His will took several forms
over the ages. More recently, however, God has purposely
communicated His will through His Son, and has given all
power unto Him according to Matthew 28:18, where Jesus
says, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”
The Father has given the authority of judgement unto the
Son according to John 5:27. It is also important that we re-
alize the purpose of God to send His Son; the purpose of
His death, burial and resurrection; and the purpose of the
Church!

If we look at one of the early prophesies in the Book of
Daniel 7:14, concerning a “kingdom, that all people, na-
tions, and languages should serve; an everlasting kingdom
that shall not pass away, and not be destroyed.” If we con-
sider all such prophesies that were delivered by the
prophets throughout the record of the Old Testament, it
points us directly to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.

I would ask that you remember the statement made by
Jesus in Matthew 16:18-19 to Peter concerning the Church
and the kingdom. That Jesus was going to build His Church,
and establish a kingdom. Remember too, that in Mark 9:1
Jesus indicated that it would take place in the lifetime of
those who were still alive. Jesus clearly states, “verily I say
unto you, that there be some of them that stand here...
which shall not taste death until they have seen the kingdom
of God come with power.”

Listen carefully; it is a popular opinion of many today,
that Jesus failed at his attempt to establish this kingdom.
Our God is not a God of Failures. To believe this false doc-
trine would DENY that Jesus entered into His glory as a re-
sult of his resurrection; that He somehow had not taken his
place at the right hand of the Father. Look at the words of
Jesus in Luke 24:25-26, “O fools and slow of heart to be-
lieve all that the prophets have spoken...Ought not Christ to
have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?”

More to Follow...

Doug Jones



“For through Him we both have access in one Spirit to
F § A/ the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and
m aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God.” Ephesians 2:18,19
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on May 5th in the Fellowship

card) e VYS! e The Zapata’s teenage friend
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Encousi

"For this reason we must pay much closer
attention to what we have heard, so that
we do not drift away from it." Hebrews
2:1, NAS95.

What Perfume Are You Wearing?

2Cor. 2:14-16 — “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests
through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of Christ
to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; to the one an aroma
from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things?”

good whiff of perfume? Maybe it was a

pleasing scent or perhaps the smell made
your eyes water (even if the wearer hadn’t put on
too much). Perfumes are just that way, some will
love one fragrance, while others will not; that’s
why there’s so many different bottles on the per-
fume shelf at Macy’s. The pleasing or eye-water-
ing fragrance “follows” that person wherever they
go; and if you see that person again that day, you
will either avoid or welcome being in the same
general area as they are.

I I ave you ever passed someone and gotten a

This was on Paul’s mind as he spoke to the
Corinthian church in his second letter to them. In
the the second chapter Paul explains why he had
changed his travel plans, and part of the reason
seems to be that out of concern for Titus” wellbe-
ing; Paul had abandoned an open door for evan-
gelism in Troas, leaving for Macedonia to find Ti-
tus. Paul notes, however, that despite his leaving
an open door in Troas he had found that the
sweet aroma of the knowledge of Christ followed
him, implying in the text yet another open door
for Gospel-spreading in Macedonia. Wherever
Paul went he wore his chosen perfume, “eau du
Christ in God”.

Some of course found this fragrance appealing
and attractive, while others found it malodorous
(stinky). In this passage, Paul seems to have the
Roman “triumph” parade in mind as he writes
this letter. Such a parade did indeed produce fra-
grances that would have evoked different reac-
tions; the Roman army and the cheering crowds
would love the burning incense as the sweet
smell of success and victory, but for the prisoners,
usually heading for the executioners block, it was

the smell of defeat and imminent death. So also,
Paul says, is the aroma of Christ that he wore
everywhere he went. Worldlings will always hate
it and seek to avoid it; while others, wearied of
sin, burdened with conscience, looking for the
truth, seeking the Savior, and concerned about
their eternity, will always find it irresistible.

Paul’s daily perfume contained the aromatic
ingredients of good works, which gave glory to
God along with an uncommon love for others
that reflected the Savior’s compassion. Added to
this fragrant mixture was personal holiness, nobil-
ity, perseverance, virtue, courage, and sincerity,
— and last but not least, preaching of the Gospel.

What fragrance do you wear? Some try to
wear a pleasing fragrance for everyone. When in
the world they try to wear the perfumes of “go-
along-to-get-along”, moral neutrality, a fade-into-
the-background strategy, and Gospel silence. And
then, when among the church family, they wear a
different fragrance altogether. When they do so,
however, they fail to remember that the Lord has
a nose, too (spiritually speaking). And the blend
of the worldly perfume (the real eau du toilette,
“toilet water”) and the “eau du Christ in God” is
actually a nauseating combination. Jesus put it
another way in His letter to the church in
Laodicea,”So because you are lukewarm, and
neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My
mouth” (Rev. 3:16).

Wear only the Lord’s fragrance everywhere
you go. Generally speaking, you’ll leave more
smiles than grimaces behind, and you’ll make a
real difference in the world all around you.

Park Linscomb



FamiLY (JALENDAR FoR THIS WEEK IN FEBRUARY

5 b 7 8 9 10 11
m9:00 AM Bible classes = 10:00 AM Ladies class =700 PM Wed. Bible class
m10:00 AM Worship
m5:00 PM Prayer time
m5:00 PM Prayer time
=6:00 PM Worship
SERVICE IN WORSHIP Shortcuts to good info...
Feb 5 AM PM
Greeler......ccocveiucieiieiiiniee Charles H
Announcements ...........cc....... Burley S. .......... Burley S
Songleading .........ccccceoeiiiniine Doug J..ccceeuuene Scott W
Opening Prayer ............cccccce... Chris S. ............ Fernando Z To our website. ..
CommuNION ... Reiven H.......... Jim B
Servers: 1) 2) 3) 4)
Closing Prayer ........ccccceevennenne. JimB. e Yaw F
AV Control c...eeeeeeeeeeeeeiiieel Fernando Z....... John S
Wed PM Feb. 1
SONGS oo Jim B.
ANV it Charles H
Feb 12 AM PM
Greeter.......ccovieeeieiiiaen Charles H. A quick teaching on
ANnouncements ....................... Burley S ........... Burley S salvation...
Songleading ... Scott W ........... Doug )
Opening Prayer ..........cccccc...... David J..cccoeeeee Tom R
CommuNioN ....cc.eeeveeneenieennenne. John'S ............. Yaw F.
Servers: 1) 2) 3) 4)
Closing Prayer .......ccccceveueenneen. Charles H......... Fernando Z
AV Control .....covvvveeeeeiiiii, Fernando Z....... John S
Wed PM Feb. 15
SONGS oo Reiven H.
AV ittt Charles H.

Sermon Notes...




